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109TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. RES. 188 

Recognizing and honoring firefighters for their many contributions throughout 

the history of the Nation. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

APRIL 5, 2005 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi (for himself, Mr. COX, Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. 

KING of New York, Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania, Mr. TOM DAVIS of 

Virginia, Mr. HOYER, Mr. ANDREWS, Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, Ms. 

HARMAN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. DICKS, Mr. DEFAZIO, Mr. MEEK of Florida, 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN, Mr. ETHERIDGE, Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California, 

Mr. LANGEVIN, Ms. NORTON, Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California, Mrs. 

LOWEY, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. SHAYS, Mr. ROGERS of Alabama, Mr. PEARCE, 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. SIMMONS, Mr. BURTON 

of Indiana, Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, Ms. WOOLSEY, Mr. MCNUL-

TY, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr. MCINTYRE, Mr. OBERSTAR, Mr. ROHR-

ABACHER, Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California, Mr. MCCAUL of 

Texas, Mr. SOUDER, Mr. REHBERG, Mr. JINDAL, Mr. LINDER, Mr. GIB-

BONS, Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida, Mr. NEAL of Massachu-

setts, Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. LOBIONDO, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. POMBO, 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Mr. BERRY, Mr. JEF-

FERSON, Mr. MANZULLO, Mr. EHLERS, and Mr. FITZPATRICK of Penn-

sylvania) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the 

Committee on Government Reform 

RESOLUTION 
Recognizing and honoring firefighters for their many 

contributions throughout the history of the Nation. 

Whereas in 1736 Benjamin Franklin founded the Union Fire 

Company, the first volunteer fire company; 
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Whereas there are more than 1,100,000 firefighters in the 

United States; 

Whereas approximately 75 percent of all firefighters are vol-

unteers who receive little or no compensation for their he-

roic work; 

Whereas career and combination fire departments protect 3 

out of 4 Americans; 

Whereas there are more than 30,000 fire departments in the 

United States; 

Whereas approximately 100 firefighters die in the line of duty 

each year; 

Whereas more than 340 firefighters died responding to the 

terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001; 

Whereas firefighters respond to more than 24,000,000 calls 

during an average year; 

Whereas firefighters also provide emergency medical services 

and life safety education; and 

Whereas it is estimated that on April 7, 2005, more than 

2,000 firefighters will attend the 17th Annual National 

Fire and Emergency Services Dinner and Seminars: 

Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives honors 1

and recognizes the more than 1,100,000 firefighters in the 2

United States for their contributions to and sacrifice for 3

the Nation. 4
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